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(Hebrews 12:2-3 MSG) Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished
this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he
was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with
anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the
place of honor, right alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your
faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed
through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!
(Matthew 27:11-14) Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor.
“Are you the king of the Jews?” the governor asked him.
Jesus replied, “You have said it.”
But when the leading priests and the elders made their accusations against him,
Jesus remained silent. “Don’t you hear all these charges they are bringing against
you?” Pilate demanded. But Jesus made no response to any of the charges,
much to the governor’s surprise.

The Prison of Offense
✓ Satan’s _agenda_ for your life is __destruction__.
(John 10:10) “The thief's purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.”

✓ His __strategy__ is ___division___.
(Mark 3:25) “If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”

✓ His ___tactic___ is __offense__.
(Proverbs 18:19) A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,
and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.

Overcoming Offense
(Matthew 5:21-26) “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago,
‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable
to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of
hell.

Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the
altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while
you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown
into prison. Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last
penny.”

1. I have to __get over__ being easily offended.

• ___Realize___ what is happening.
((2 Timothy 2:23-24 NLT) Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish,
ignorant arguments that only start fights. A servant of the Lord must not
quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient
with difficult people.

• ___Refuse____ to retaliate.
(1 Peter 3:9) Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t snap back at those who say
unkind things about you. Instead, pray for God’s help for them, for we
are to be kind to others, and God will bless us for it.

• ___Rise____ above.
(Matthew 5:43-44) “There is a saying, ‘Love your friends and hate your
enemies.’ But I say: Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute
you!”

2. I have to __let go__ of past offenses.

• ___Identify___ what was taken.
(Luke 14:28) “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would
begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if
there is enough money to finish it?”

• ___Cancel___ the debt.
(Colossians 3:13 NLT) Make allowance for each other’s faults, and
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so
you must forgive others.

• ___Release___ the offender.
(Ephesians 4:31-32) Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words,
and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to
each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through
Christ has forgiven you.

